
124 sterling's southern fourth reader.

3. He had, at the age when the mind and body are in

their highest perfection, and when the first effervescence of

boyish passions should have subsided, been recalled from

his wanderings to wear a crown. He had been taught, by

bitter experience, how much baseness, perfidy, and ingrati-

tude, may lie hid under the obsequious demeanor of court-

iers. He had found, on the other hand, in the huts of the

poorest, true nobility of soul.

4. When wealth was offered to any who would betray

him, when death was denounced against all who should

shelter him, cottagers and serving-men had kept his secret

truly, and had kissed his hand, under his mean disguises

with as much reverence as if he had been seated on hit

ancestral throne. From such a school it might" have beer

expected that a young man who wanted neither abilities

nor amiable qualities would have come forth a great and

good king.

5. Charles came forth from that school with social habits

with polite and engaging manners, and with some talen

for lively conversation ; addicted beyond measure to sensua

indulgence, fond of sauntering and of frivolous amusements

incapable of self-denial and exertion, without faith in hu

man virtue or in human attachment, without desire of re

nown, and without sensibility to reproach.

6. According to him, every person was to be bought

But some people haggled more about their price thai

others ; and when the haggling was very obstinate an<

very skilful, it was called by some fine name. The chiej

trick by which clever men kept up the price of their abilij

ties was called integrity.

7. The love of God, the love of country, the love of fam

ily, the love of friends, were phrases of the same sort—de

licate and convenient synonyms for the love of self. Thinkl

ing thus of mankind, Charles naturally cared very littll

what they thought of him. Honor and shame were scarce!

ly more to him than light and darkness to the blind. Hil


